
Please update the following information in 
your Bethany Telephone Directory. 

 

 
 

Resident News is not available on the website. 
 

BETHANY NEWSLETTER 
December 2022 

This Christmas, may you  
consider this well-known prophesy about  
the Messiah that was given about 700 years  
before Christ was born! 

 
Therefore the LORD himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall  
call His name Immanuel. Isaiah  7:14 

 Spending  
 Christmas  
 Day  
 Alone?  

 

Join others for an afternoon of  
games, fellowship, and some 

Christmas cheer! 
 

Please bring a small plate of sweets  
or appetizers to share, along with  

your own beverage.  
 

Christmas Day at 1:30 p.m. 
Laura’s Lane 

 

Questions?  
Call Angela at: 306-220-8763 

A Christmas Prayer 
Helen Shick 

 
 

 May the peace and love of Jesus Christ  
 go with you on your way,  
 and bless your home and loved ones  
 in spirit Christmas Day.  
  

 May the joy of God’s bright promise —  
 the Advent of His Son — 
 live evermore within each heart  
 and comfort everyone. 
 

 May the faith of old-time prophets  
 be with you where you are, 
 And may the truth of God’s own Word  
 remain your Christmas star. 



  
  

 Jerry Letkeman 
           Executive Director 
 
 
 
“have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus, Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used 
to His own advantage; rather He made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant”  
Philippians 2:5-7 
 
 
This Christmas season we are reminded that 
God came in human form, as a child, to bring 
the good news that God is with us, bringing 
light and hope that good will win out over 
evil. That battle is in progress, it doesn’t  
always feel like good will win out. We  
experience hardship, regrets and tragedies. 
In New Testament times the Roman Empire 
ruled with an iron hand and life was hard.  
Jesus called his followers to a radical love 
that went against the emotional pull to hatred 
and revenge. The birth of Jesus is a  
reminder to nurture the tendency to love, to 
heal, to work out problems as opposed to 
giving up and embracing negativity and 
hopelessness. May your celebrations foster 
that pathway and bring new life. If Christmas 
is a difficult season for you may God’s grace 
be poured out on your circumstances.   
 

A friendly reminder about our policy regard-
ing employees receiving gifts from residents 
or their families. Under no circumstances is 
an individual staff member allowed to accept 
gifts of money or to individually accept a gift 
valued over $10.00. The reason for this  
policy is to avoid the appearance of any staff 
member benefitting from their position of 
trust with residents.  We want to protect our 
residents from any possibility of being taken 
advantage of, and we want to protect our 
staff from ever having to deal with an  
accusation from family members that they 
were taking advantage of a resident. Thanks 
for your understanding of this policy when 
our staff kindly refuse any gifts of money. For 
residents who would like to show  

appreciation to staff with gifts over $10 
and still honour this policy you might  
consider a gift of edible items 
(chocolates, cookies, fruit basket, etc.) to 
be given to a department or to the staff 
as a whole.   
 

Thanks to all our volunteers for making 
this place a stronger community and an 
attractive place to live. From floor repre-
sentatives, volunteers in the dining room, 
the Corner Nook, mail distribution,  
outside grounds, worship services, and 
many more. If you would like to volunteer 
please contact the office.   
 

Our vacancy issues are much improved 
and we’ve been privileged to welcome 
many new people to Bethany Manor. 
During COVID-19 there was reduced  
interest in moving to an apartment  
complex but that seems to have 
changed. Our housing department has 
been vigorous in their marketing and 
their many phone calls have resulted in 
updated waiting lists. Please be informed 
that we currently have approximately 740 
different applicants (a couple counts as 
one applicant) who remain on our waiting 
lists and want to move into Bethany Man-
or at some point. Some waiting lists are 
shorter but some still have wait times that 
extend 8-10 years. Bethany has a solid 
reputation and continues to be a desired 
community for many in the Saskatoon  
area and beyond. However we will  
continue to be vigilant in our marketing! 
 

Please use our suggestion boxes or feel 
free to contact any manager or myself if 
you have questions or suggestions. Call 
the office at 306-242-9019 or email me at 
jerry@b55.ca. 
 

May God’s strength and  
presence be real to  
you this December!   
 

Merry  
Christmas! 



Spiritual Care News & Notes 

December 2022 

 

"I will light candles this Christmas, 
Candles of joy despite all sadness, 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 
Candles of courage for fears ever present, 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 
Candles of love to inspire all my living, 
Candles that will burn all year long." 
 
--Howard Thurman 

Let us continue to pray for one another as we walk the halls and eat together. 
Lois Siemens, Spiritual Care Coordinator 

A little light-heartedness….. 

MORNING PRAYER 

Tuesdays 

9:30 a.m. 

in the Bethany Place Lower Level 
(BPLL) 

Join us for a memorable evening as we 
hear again the Christmas story 

 

”Nativity on Wheels”  
 

Wednesday December 21— 
7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship centre 

Join us for a memorable evening as 
we hear again the Christmas story 

 

”Nativity on Wheels”  
 

Wednesday December 21 
7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Centre 

All are welcome to the  

Sunday morning worship service  
in the  

Fellowship Centre at 10:30 a.m. 
Worship theme for advent is PEACE 

 
    December 04—Lois Siemens 
    December 11—Len Rempel (Pastor of Pleasant 
           Point & Warman Mennonite Churches) 
    December 18—Music Sunday with  
 Art and Clara Priebe 
    December 25—Christmas story & music 
    January 1—Lois Siemens  
 we will begin Prayer month in January 
  



The Bethany Manor Program Fund – Making Memories 
 

Although many parts of our world continue to be upside down, I’m so pleased to see the  
connections and joy that have returned to Bethany over the past eight months.  
 

Our programs and activities continue to raise the spirits of our community and celebrate our 
world together. I will be excited to hear how the Festival of Trees trip goes for our residents 
and hope you enjoy this and other activities coming up this season. Special thanks to the 
anonymous donor who worked with us to fund this outing! 
 

One story that is meaningful for me about the Program Fund is a summer outing our residents 
took to the Berry Barn. Our Villa residents came out for this activity and enjoyed lunch at the 
Berry Barn. Villa resident * was thrilled to go as the Berry Barn as it has always been a special 
place for her. She loved the peaceful grounds and was very fond of the waffles with white cus-
tard, strawberries and whipped cream!   
 

I have a photo of the Villa residents on my desk from this trip, and I can tell you that the meal 
looks well-enjoyed! * is smiling in the photo with her fellow Bethany residents at the  
table. Sadly, a few days later, her health took a turn and she quickly passed away. We got a call 
from her son a few days after her passing, thanking us for taking his mom on her last outing to 
a special place for her special meal.  
 

A similar story was shared a few weeks ago about a male resident who came along on a  
museum visit. He was absolutely thrilled to go and was enthralled seeing the old-style farm 
and yard equipment, games and common items of this youth.  Sadly, this was his last trip, as 
his health declined rapidly, and he passed away a few weeks later. 
 

As we all know, this is part of life. But I am proud that Bethany is helping our residents like  
*, enjoy the time we are given together in joy. 
 

As our New Horizons for Seniors’ Program grant wraps up in April 2023, we hope to shift these 
activities to our Program Fund and continue to bring joy, excitement, and community. I’m 
proud of the joy we share with our residents alongside our Benevolent Funds that meet their 
basic needs.  
 

How to Give Deeply and Efficiently – Gifts of Securities 
 

By far the most tax-efficient method for charitable giving is a little-known program where the 
donor gifts their securities (such as stocks, mutual funds, bonds) directly to the charity. 
By transferring shares/funds directly to your charity of choice, you can receive the market  
value and not be taxed on the capital gains. This was created by the federal government to  
incentivize larger charitable gifts and provide a tangible benefit to donors. Please talk to your 
financial advisor to see if these are options for you. If this is part of your charitable plan, we 
can accept these gifts via Canada Helps.Org or Abundance Canada.  

From the Fund Development Desk 



   Bethany  
     Hair  
     Salon 

 
Salon Hours are as follows: 

 

Wednesdays: by appointment only 

Thursdays: 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

Fridays: 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Please call: 306-242-4143 for  
appointments and leave a message  
with your name and phone number. 

Consider Carrying Donations Forward for Larger Charitable Tax Credits  
(quoted from Canadahelps.org) 
 

You do not have to claim all of the donations you made in the year they were made. When you  
donate over $200, you are automatically eligible to carry them forward and claim them on your tax 
return for any of the next five years. This flexibility means that the unclaimed carry forward portion 
may qualify for a larger tax deduction for you in the future – which can be a big help if you are  
selling property or have other ‘big costs’ in the years to come.  
 

I wish each of you a Merry Christmas and hope you are filled with the spirit of the season, 
 

With gratitude, 
 
 
 

James Perkins, Fund Development Coordinator 
306-371-9922 / James@b55.ca 



To address rising food costs and continue to 
maintain quality meals, a price increase to meal 

tickets is necessary and effective on   

January 1, 2023.  
 

Any meal tickets purchased prior to  
January 1, 2023 will not expire. 

 

The new prices are as follows:  
 

Meal Tickets:  
Breakfast: $  8.50 
Main Meal: $14.85 
Light Meal: $10.80 

 

Children ages 6-12: $6.00  (for any meal) 
Children under 6: $3.60  (for any meal) 

 

  The above ticket prices include all taxes. 
  Tickets purchased in advance at the  
     Bethany Manor Main Office in packs of 10 
     are tax exempt.  
  When using tickets, book all reservations 
     at least 24 hours in advance by calling 

     the Bethany Kitchen at: 306-242-2353. 
  Cash is not accepted in the Dining Room,  
     only meal tickets. 

 

Meal Passes will increase March 1, 2023 
Every Meal Pass $690.00  

Noon Meal Pass $350.00  

Supper Meal Pass $275.00 
  

 Meal passes are tax exempt.  
 Meal passes start on the 1st of the  
     month only.  
 If you want a meal pass(es), the monthly  
     cost can be added to your auto-debit.  

 

For any independent living meal pass  
holders currently paying by auto-debit,  

your auto-debit will be adjusted  
accordingly on March 1, 2023. 

Going Home 
The New York Times, December 25, 1948 

 
 
 

The happiest holidays are those people “go 
home” for. Going home may mean youngsters  
returning from school or job, sometimes bring-
ing their own younger children with them. It may 
mean going to Grandma and Grandpa’s. Home is 
where Father and Mother are, or where one of 
them was raised. Home is a dreamland in which 
every effort is made to spoil children. Home is 
the fond memory held by parents of the days 
when they themselves were very young. Home is 
where the year’s troubles and anxieties are  
forgotten. Home is where no unkind word is spo-
ken, and where the good smells from the kitchen 
tell of deep affection. Home binds together the 
relatives by blood and the relatives by marriage 
and turns them into that most beautiful of  
human institutions—family.  
 

If trains are late or crowded, if planes can’t get 
off, if Mother is worn out with packing and Fa-
ther weary after his pre-holiday hours in the 
office, if many little things go wrong, who cares? 
When one is going home, a bit of hardship on 
the way makes the arrival a greater joy.  
 

The tree is lighted and waiting. The old folks are 
at the door, their faces beaming with pure wel-
come. The day’s mirth does not hide its tender-
ness. The laughter comes closer than that of oth-
er days to the laughter of the angels; the joke is 
on those who maintain that it does not come 
natural to human beings to love one another.  
 

Many who are elderly today, remember such 
holidays from long ago, when jingling sleigh bells 
were more familiar than automobile horns. 
Many who are now children will remember this 
day long years from now.  
 

The mechanisms of living change, the world 
changes, but the sweetness of family reunions, 
the bliss of “going home” — this abides. 



RECENT SCAM ALERT 
 

There is a new scam happening where seniors are receiving phone 

calls from someone claiming to be from their bank.  The senior is 

told that someone has taken money out of their account and to 

try to help catch these people, they need to go to their bank and 

withdraw a large amount to give to the person on the phone or 

their representative.  They are instructed to tell the bank teller 

that this large withdrawal is for a “family matter” if asked. 

 

Offers are made to pay for taxis to and from the meeting place 

(usually a parking lot), where the cash is expected to be handed 

over.  They are instructed not to tell anyone about this until days 

after it happens. 

 

If you ever get a call from someone claiming to be from your 

bank, another bank, or your credit card company, please just 

hang up and call your bank directly with the number from the 

phone book, or from the phone number on the back of your credit 

card to confirm the situation. 

 

These scam artists are very convincing.  Protect yourself!! 



 

 

The Birthday List is not available 

on the website. 

All of  the 
Bethany Staff  
wish you and  
yours, the  

knowledge and  
joy of the true  

meaning of  
Christmas!  

 
 

Holiday hours for the  
Main Office & Window  

are as follows:  
 

Dec. 23-office/window closed at 2:00 p.m. 
Dec. 26–office/window closed 
Dec. 27–office/window closed 
Dec. 28, 29-WINDOW IS OPEN 

Dec. 30-window is closed 
 

January 2-office/window closed 


